
Thomas E. Perez

Tom Perez is Secretary of the Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing and 
Regulation.  A nationally recognized consumer advocate and civil rights lawyer, he is an 
Associate Professor of Law at the University of Maryland School of Law, where he 
teaches in the School’s nationally recognized clinical law program and Law and Health 
Program. 

From 2002 until 2006, Secretary Perez was a member of the Montgomery 
County Council, and was the first Latino ever elected to the Council.  He served as 
Council President in 2005.  Secretary Perez spent 12 years in federal public service, 
mostly with the United States Department of Justice. He also served as Deputy Assistant 
Attorney General for Civil Rights under Attorney General Janet Reno. 

Secretary Perez received an A.B. in International Relations and Political Science 
from Brown University, a J.D. cum laude from Harvard Law School and a Master’s 
degree in Public Policy from the John F. Kennedy School of Government.


