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The MEDA Business Meeting was called to order by MEDA Board President Tammi Thomas at
8:29am. Ms. Thomas thanked everyone for attending the meeting.

Minutes: Ms. Thomas invited MEDA Secretary Allison Akers to present the minutes of the January 2026
business meeting for approval. Ms. Akers presented the minutes and asked for approval from the
members. There was a motion by Renée Winsky and second by Denise Beaver, CEcD, and the minutes
were unanimously approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Renée Winsky, Treasurer, presented the Treasurer’s Report. She provided a brief
overview of the MEDA financial statements for 2025. There were no questions from the members.

Membership: Membership co-chair Matt Miller and Membership Committee Member, Ardys Russakis
submitted the names of 50 new and returning members for consideration of membership in MEDA. With
those new members, MEDA now has 562 members. Mr. Miller asked for approval of the new members
from the group. There was a motion by Renée Winsky and a second by Richard Griffin, CEcD, and all
nominations for membership were unanimously approved.

Election of Officers: Shelly Gross-Wade, MEDA Board Nominating Committee Member presented the
2026-2027 Slate of Officers as follows:

President: Tammi Thomas

Vice President: Denise Beaver, CEcD

Secretary: Allison Akers

Treasurer: Renée Winsky

Past President: Richard Griffin, CEcD, AICP

Ms. Gross-Wade asked for a motion to be made to approve the slate of Executive Officers as presented.
The motion was made by Laurie Babb, CEcD, and it was seconded by Dawn Medley. The Executive
Officers were unanimously elected.

Ms. Gross-Wade then announced the remaining MEDA board members for the 2026-2027 term. She
reported the Executive Committee approved the following board members and co-chairs for each
committee:

Awards - Lorin Hinton and Dawn Medley

Business Development - Jerry Sanford and John Stalfort

Membership - Matt Miller and Ebony Stocks

Professional Development - Laurie Babb, CEcD and Jamie Williams, CEcD



Program Development - Lora Brown and Kellie Hinkle
Public Policy - Andrea Mansfield and Lori Valentine
Young Leaders - Jennifer LaHatte and Destiny Mitchell
Ex Officio Members - Ricardo Benn and Julia Glanz

Ms. Gross-Wade introduced the MEDA Foundation Board members.
President - Richard Griffin, CEcD

Vice President - Susan Banks

Secretary - Jessica Reynolds, CEcD

Treasurer - BethWoodring

Sandra Edwards

Candace Dodson Reed

Martin Proulx

Bill Tompkins

Walter Woods

Ms. Thomas, MEDA President, delivered welcoming remarks, thanked Board members for their service,
and recognized new members. She encouraged all members to become actively engaged in the

organization and provided an overview of the past A-Mazing year in MEDA.

The business meeting was adjourned at 9:00am.



